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exe,.Mumford and Sons' Homecoming Tour

2016 4.8/5 As he prepares for his run as
president of the United States, President

Barack Obama has a distinctly Midwestern
background. Brought up in Chicago by a

single mother, he was inspired to pursue a
career in politics by the Rev. Jeremiah

Wright, a friend and pastor of his family. As
he told a local reporter in 2008, Obama said
he grew up watching Air America radio host

Armstrong Williams. Hitting the road for
three-city tour stop in Chicago last week,

Mumford and Sons showed how the political
influence of his upbringing reverberates in
their songs. "I think the thing that I'm most
proud of is the way that I learned how to

relate to other people as a result of growing
up in an urban environment," the singer

said. "As a result of that, there's a politics
thing and there's a justice thing that relates

to the way that all of us want to live with
each other." Though Mumford and Sons co-

founder Marcus Mumford was raised in
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Middlebury, Vermont, where his parents had
moved from Chicago, the band grew up in

the Windy City. The band's songs take
people outside themselves, and as the tour
hit the Windy City, they performed with the
optimism that the band is built on. Though
their sound is at times traditional folk with
folk rock touches, the band has embraced
the freedom it finds in those influences to

take a song to places that are more visceral
and emotional than the usual folksy song.
That freedom, Mumford said, is something

he was influenced by growing up in the city,
and he brought that same feeling of freedom
to the road. "There was just an honesty and

openness and willingness to try different
things, experiment with different drum kits

and music that I didn't know about," he said.
"It's kind of scary in the beginning because

you don't quite know
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